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Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2013 5:18PM 
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Subject: RE: Wild Rice Impaired Waters Assessment- Response Due 8/13- Today? 
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Subject: Wild Rice Impaired Waters Assessment- Response Due 8/13- Today? 
Importance: High 
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Hello, Shannon: 

Waterlegacy strongly disagrees with the idea that any issues at the Wild Rice Advisory Committee may 
be decided by majority vote, both because that is contrary to the Committee's understanding from its 
inception and because when the MPCA added "technical advisors" to the Committee this addition 
widened the disparity in numbers between persons representing dischargers and persons representing 
resource protection concerns. As you know, when industry representatives wished to discuss the details 
of hydroponic experiments in phone conferences, the MPCA did not put the question to a vote, but simply 
honored the request of a subset of members for more information on a topic of concern to them. 

The question is not whether I personally prefer open communications by phone or in person to an email 
exchange, but whether the members of the Committee, who include resource protection advocates and 
tribal wild rice experts, deserve to participate in a discussion of how wild rice impaired waters are being 
reviewed for designation. As you know, Waterlegacy has raised the question of whether the process 
being used to identify wild rice impaired waters, by requiring a certain number of data points, will exclude 
data from the 1854 Treaty Authority. We have also questioned the use of arbitrary acreage or density 
thresholds for the current presence of wild rice, since such thresholds have not been set in rule and 
because high levels of sulfate may have decimated wild rice in waters where it was fully present at some 
time since the 1975 date pertinent under the Clean Water Act. Finally, we have asked the MPCA whether 
tribal experts and citizens knowledgeable about wild rice locations will be included in the "technical 
review" process that the MPCA has said they'll use to screen the data. We've been unable to get clear 
answers on any of these questions. 

When this matter came up in the Committee last week, two other members concerned about wild rice 
impaired waters - Nancy Schuldt and Darren Vogt- stated that they preferred a phone conference to 
either email or an in-person meeting, a preference which Waterlegacy supported. We continue to support 
a phone conference discussing the assessment of wild rice impaired waters and to support an open 
process that does not exclude important resource protection data or exclude tribal expertise. 

Please feel free to call me if you have any questions. 

Thank you. 

Paula Maccabee, Esq. 

JUST CHANGE LAW OFFICES 

1961 Selby Ave. 



St. Paul MN 55104 

phone:651-646-8890 

fax: 651-646-5754 

Counsel/Advocacy Director for Waterlegacy 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this e-mail is 

confidential, may be legally privileged, and is intended only for the 

use of the party named above. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended recipient, 

you are advised that any dissemination, distribution, or 

copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 

e-mail in error, please immediately notify us by telephone at 

651-646-8890 and destroy this e-mail. 

From: "Lotthammer, Shannon (MPCA)" 
Date: Tue, 13 Aug2013 19:17:51 +0000 
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Subject: Wild Rice Impaired Waters Assessment 

Hello, Pat: 

At our most recent Wild Rice Advisory Committee meeting, we ran out of time to discuss the status of the 
wild rice impaired waters assessment. Many questions about the process that have been raised by 
Waterlegacy and other committee members have not yet been discussed or answered. 

After a discussion with Shannon Lotthammer, I believe we all agreed to schedule a phone conference 
specific to the issue of wild rice impaired waters assessment. It would be great if you could send out a 
Doodle poll so that we could schedule that meeting. 



Best regards, 

Paula Maccabee, Esq. 

JUST CHANGE LAW OFFICES 

1961 Selby Ave. 

St. Paul MN 55104 

phone:651-646-8890 

fax: 651-646-5754 

c·~~~--~~--~-~~~-~i.~-~~J.·~~-~i-~~~~.J 
e-mail: Q!!J~~~ml!!§l<;~!:l.ru~~;;u:n 

Counsel/Advocacy Director for Waterlegacy 
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